
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mr. Marcus Young Commodore 
The Golden Gate Yacht Club 
#1 Yacht Road 
San Francisco  
California 94123 
USA 

                                                                                                         27 December 2009 
 
 
33rd America’s Cup Event 

 
 
Dear Commodore, 
 
At a meeting held on December 17, 2009 in Valencia, Mr Tom Ehman, representing 
Golden Gate Yacht Club (GGYC) and BMW Oracle Racing (BOR) declared that BOR 
was building facilities in the commercial harbour of Valencia to host the challenging 
vessel USA from its arrival on January 5, 2010 until the end of the America’s Cup. Mr 
Ehman described these facilities as a “reserve base,” but refused to confirm that USA 
was going to be based – as required by the Notice of Race (NOR) – in the Darsena. 
 
As you know, under the NOR, the competitor’s boats must be kept in their assigned 
places in the Darsena or in the outer harbour of Valencia Darsena. Any mooring of 
the USA in the commercial harbour would violate the NOR.  At the previous meeting 
held in Valencia in the presence of the Alcadesa de Valencia on December 10, 2009, 
SNG made clear that any mooring of the USA in the commercial harbour would 
violate the NOR, except for rescue or emergency purpose on buoys to be installed in 
the commercial harbour without any access to the pier.    
 
GGYC’s declared intent to moor the USA in the commercial harbour would contradict 
the representations that GGYC has made throughout the proceedings before the 
New York State Supreme Court.  In fact, when challenging SNG’s selection of Ras al-
Khaimah as the venue for the 33rd Cup, GGYC argued that Valencia was a proper 
venue because it had “spent three years investing in and preparing its city and 
marina to support the 32nd America’s Cup, and now has a world-class dedicated 
infrastructure for hosting an America’s Cup match” (GGYC Oct. 1, 2009 
Memorandum of Law, at 4.).  Accordingly, we are disappointed and concerned that 
GGYC, having succeeded in court, is no longer willing to use Valencia’s “world-class” 
infrastructure for mooring the USA. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Moreover, GGYC refusal to comply with the NOR and SNG directions regarding the 
mooring of the USA is disrupting the organisation of the 33rd America’s Cup Match 
and will create significant damage to SNG as organizer of the America’s Cup. Indeed, 
GGYC’s continued refusal to cooperate will adversely impact the efforts of SNG and 
its representing team, Alinghi, to promote the 33rd Cup. SNG will seek to hold GGYC 
responsible for any damage to SNG from GGYC’s refusal to comply with the NOR. 
 
SNG expects that GGYC will comply with the NOR as it is the case for all competitors 
in every ISAF regatta around the world. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
          
 
                          

                                            
 
Fred Meyer Alec Tournier  
Vice-Commodore General Secretary 
and Chairman of America’s Cup Committee  
 
 
 
cc. Rita Barbera; Francisco Camps; Jorge Gisbert 
 
 


